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I humbly want-
ed to share the 
Star Tribune 
article below. I 
strongly be-
lieve that 
fighting bigotry 
and Islamopho-
bia and pro-
moting respect 
and inclusive-
ness should be 
everyone’s
work.
http://www.startribune.com/abdi-warsame-is-a-voice-for-islam-for-somalia-and-for-hope/394694751/

The recent sharp rise in bigotry and hateful rhetoric about Muslims, Latinos and many others has consequences 
that hurt not only those communities, but also our Nation, a Nation that protects rights like freedom of religion 
and equality .  My commitment to fight racial disparities and combat Islamophobia remains strong and I will con-
tinue to work on initiatives that will help us find ways to make our community a better place for everyone.  

It is my honor to have partnered with Council Member Frey on hosting a town hall meeting about islamophobia. 

Our solely intent  is  to facilitate an open community dialogue around how to collectively combat Islamophobia.  

The City is currently working on the 5th Street Reconnection/
Samatar Crossing project that will re-purpose the former 5th 
Street exit ramp from I-94 as a local connection between the Ce-
dar-Riverside neighborhood and downtown.  Two primary options 
are being considered. One is a full multimodal connection be-
tween 11th Avenue and 15th Avenue that will accommodate pe-
destrians, bicycles, and vehicles.  A second option will be a full 
multimodal connection between 11th Avenue and 13th Avenue 
and a pedestrian and bicycle only connection from 13th to 15th Av-
enues. 

The City will be conducting public engagement and gathering pub-
lic input on the design options for the 5th Street Reconnection/
Samatar Crossing project throughout the month of October and 
into early November.  City staff will present the alternatives being considered at several upcoming neighborhood 
meetings including the following: the West Bank Community Coalition – October 19, 6 PM; the West Bank Business 
Association – October 20, 3 PM; and the Elliot Park Building, Land Use & Housing Committee – October 20, 6 PM. 
Additionally, a Public Open House will be held for the project at the end of October or Early November. The specific 
date, time, and location of the open house has not yet been determined.  More details to come. 

 

Updates on Samatar Crossing 

Please join me and 
Council Member Frey on: 
Wednesday, November 2, 2016  
6:30  p.m. to  8:00 p.m. 
At: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
2315 Chicago Ave., Minneapolis, MN 
Distinguished Panelists:  
 The Honorable Judge LaJune
 Mr. Asad Zaman
 Pastor Laurie Eaton.

Islamophobia Town Hall 

Great news”! Our partnership has reached its fundraising goal of $950,000 for the new Opportunity Center, fol-
lowing news of a $25,000 commitment from the Pat and Tom Grossman Fund of the Minnesota Community 
Foundation, and a $150,000 commitment from the McKnight Foundation. The news of these funding commit-
ments came just in time for Hennepin County to meet a September 9 deadline to sign the ten-year lease for the 
first floor mixed-use space of the Five15 on the Park building . 

According to Hennepin County Commissioner McLaughlin: “We have been working on this vision of a center for 
education and job opportunities for Cedar riverside youth for nearly two years. Abdi saw the significance of the 
center for this community early on. Without his leadership and support, this never would have happened”. 
Council Member Warsame stated that this news and the future opening of the Opportunity Center will fill one of 
his highest priorities: “This center will be a very concrete way that we can meet our youth with clear pathways to 
education, employment and success”.  

Thank You, 

Council Member Abdi Warsame, Ward 6 
Funding Secured!  

The Opportunity Center Is A Reality 

Minneapolis Public Housing Authority (MPHA) staff years back implemented a policy that limited absences 
from Public Housing Units to 90 days and required tenants to pay their full rents for the times that they were 
absent. This policy raised significant concerns from my constit-
uents. Especially a number of immigrants who had limited op-
portunities to return to their homes, visit families who lived in far 
away countries and where travel was timely and difficult. 
Many of these residents also were subject to loss of income 
when they left the United States. I am proud to have worked 
with MPHA staff in developing a policy that took into account the 
concerns raised by my constituents. After 2 ½ years of 
meetings and dialogue, together we were able to propose and ap-
prove a policy that allows residents to travel, have a very lim-
ited rent burden while they are absent from the unit and then to 
have only a modest increase in rent upon their return.  

We should derive policy through the lens of cultural aware-
ness. Many thanks to MPHA staff and board members. This is a 
win for my constituents, our residents! I look forward to working with MPHA and all of our agencies further in 
identifying and understanding inequality through the lens of cultural processes. 

This is the Start tribune Article :  
http://m.startribune.com/housing-board-grants-rent-relief-to-tenants-on-extended-absences/395300741/ 

MPHA Grants Relief to Tenants on Extended Absences 
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Minneapolis Public Works will begin the big task of curb-to-
curb sweeping and leaf collection on streets throughout the 
city Tuesday, Oct. 18. During the four weeks of the compre-
hensive fall street sweep, crews will clean up about 1,100 
miles of city streets. Drivers will need to park out of their way 
so they can do a thorough job cleaning our roadways.  

To make sure the sweepers can do the best job possible, tem-
porary “No Parking” signs will be posted at least 24 hours in 
advance so streets will be clear of cars when they’re swept. 
The first signs will be posted Monday, Oct. 17, and sweeping 
will begin the next day. Anyone who parks on the street will 
need to follow street sweeping parking rules or their cars may 
be ticketed and towed. Making it easy to follow parking rules:  

 “No Parking” signs – City crews will post “No Parking” signs at least 24 hours before sweeping any streets.
Parking will be banned from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the day a street is swept. The “No Parking” signs will be
removed as soon as possible after a street has been completely swept to allow people to resume parking. Ve-
hicles not in compliance with “No Parking” signs may be ticketed and towed to the Minneapolis Impound Lot.

 Social media – The City will use Facebook and Twitter to post periodic street sweeping updates and infor-
mation.

 Facebook: To “like” the City of Minneapolis Facebook page, go to www.facebook.com/
cityofminneapolis.

 Twitter: To follow the City’s Twitter account, go to www.twitter.com/CityMinneapolis.
 Phone calls to residents – In addition to the “No Parking” signs that will be posted the day before sweepers

come through, the City will make about 3,000 automated phone calls each evening to let residents know their
street will be swept the next day. There’s no guarantee that the calls will reach everyone, so residents should
be sure to check the schedule and watch for signs.

 

www.minneapolismn.gov/ward6 

 

(612) 673-2206



350 S. 5th Street, Room 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Contact Ward 6 

Election judges are needed for the general election Nov. 8 to serve voters in local polling places. 
Election judges are paid $13.30 per hour for their service, which includes training. Serving as an 
election judge provides an opportunity to learn about the election process and is an important 
service to our community. Judges who are fluent in a second language are especially needed to 
provide additional language support in the polling place, including Spanish, Somali, Hmong, 
Oromo, Lao, Vietnamese, Russian and American Sign Language.  
Selection and placement of judges is based on qualifications of applicants and party balance 
within the precinct. Preference will be given to those willing to serve a full day in a precinct with a 
vacancy. 
For more information:  
The Minneapolis Elections & Voter Services Division is responsible for administering elections in 
the City of Minneapolis. For information about registering and voting in Minneapolis or to serve 
as an election judge, residents can visit vote.minneapolismn.gov or call 311 or 612-673-3000. 

Grand Opening of Anishinabe Bii Gii Win House Development 
“People Coming Home” 

On September 29, Council Member Warsame attended to the grand opening ceremony of the Anishinabe Bii Gii Win, a 
permanent, supportive housing development in South Minneapolis. that provides  stable, and valuable resources for 

homeless or near homeless adults. Developed as result of a partnership between Project for Pride in Living (PPL) and the 
American Indian community Development Corpora-
tion (AICDC),  Bii GII Wiin features 32 new housing 
units created with Native American culture in mind. 

Anishinabe Bii Gii Wiin, means “People Coming 
Home” represents a vital permanent housing re-
source to the homeless community and has an imme-
diate and positive impact on both its residents and 
the neighborhood. Housing is a crucial step in provid-
ing stability; Anishinabe Bii Gii Wiin works with resi-
dents through a network of supportive services to 
provide this stability and empowerment. The City of 
Minneapolis was one of the funding sponsors for this 
significant project. 

According to Council Member Warsame, this culturally specific permanent supportive housing program serves the Na-
tive American community who has experienced homelessness: “This is a very important step towards preserving Na-
tive residency and cultural ties in our neighborhood.”  

Street Sweeping Begins October 18 
Crews are Preparing for the Fall Street Sweeping 

November 08: Bilingual Election Judges Needed 

Target Market Program 
Expanding Contracting Opportunities for Small Businesses 
The City Council and Mayor Hodges have approved the new Target Market Program authored by Council Member 
Quincy, Glidden and Warsame.  This program will increase opportunities for small businesses to compete for contracts 
with the City of Minneapolis. Qualified small businesses will have the ability to bid alongside other small businesses for 
City contracts up to $100,000 instead of competing against larger companies. The program will launch Jan. 1, 2017. 

To qualify for the Target Market Program, businesses must be independently owned and controlled, within the 13-
county metro area and not exceed the federal Small Business Administration (SBA) size standards. The average annual 
gross receipts of the business for the previous three fiscal years must also not exceed the limit for its industry category. 
The program is race and gender neutral. 

The development of the program follows significant outreach work by the City’s Supplier Diversity Team to gather feed-
back from the small business community. Staff surveyed more than 1,600 businesses, held a focus group and attended 
vendor fairs to gather insights about how to increase awareness about contracting opportunities. Of businesses sur-
veyed, 45 percent had never done business with the City. Seventy-four percent of businesses said they were likely to 
participate in the new Target Market Program. The vast majority were businesses with gross receipts under $1 million 
and fewer than 20 employees. The Target Market Program is part of a larger effort to diversify the City’s supplier base. 
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